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^CONFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET 1 
REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
BOY SCOUTS OP AMERICA 



da -*sy& m 

Appendix A 



DATE Ma V 5 > 1982 



FULL NAME CHARLES E. LA0I50N 



(No initials if you can possibly give full name) 
ADDRESS 182!2 St. Denis Street 



CITY 



Norfol k 



STATE Virginig 



ZIP CODE 



23509 



DATE OF BIRTH 2-14-49 



(This is important and should be exact) 



APPROXIMATE AGE 32 



RELIGION Baptist 



(To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 
NATIONALITY 



OCCUPATIO N Pipefi tter 
EDUCATION 



WEIGHT 



215 lbs. 



HEIGHT 



6'r 



RACE white 



COLOR OF HAIR Dark 8rown 



COLOR OF EYES 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS Very religious; sloppy dress 

MARRIED OR SINGL E Married CHILDRE N Ncme 

WIFE'S NAME Cindy 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT # 



CITY 



STATE OFFICE 



DATE REGISTERED 



Troop 24 Balmont NY 
Troop 15 Norfolk VA 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 



ASM TR 24 1977 - 1978 

ASM TR 15 Mar 10, 1982 



DATE RESIGNED 

1978 
May 5, 1982 



SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 
Contributing to the delinquency of minors 

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND 
ATTACH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY OfOWN FACTS , NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE 
OR SPECULATION) : 



STARUN 



N X E D. 

SEP 07 '83j 
JOSEPH L. ANQTOM 



Signe 




Counc 
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Man sentiiced 
to 55 years for 
rape of girl, 10 

By JIM MORRISON 

NORFOLK — Charles Err.est La- 
dison, who admitted having .numer- 
ous sexual relationships with 
children, was' sentenced Wednesday 
:r f5 years in prison for raping a 10-' 
year-old girl he met at church. 

Circuit Judge W. Moultrie Guerry 
sentenced him . to 80 years but sus- 
pended 25. He also placed Ladison, 
who the prosecutor sa,id robbed the 
gir! of her youth, on 20 years' proba- 
tion after' his release. He will be eli- 
gible for parole in about 12 years; 

Police say the quiet, almost shy, 
35-year-old Ladison fits the profile of 
a pedophile — someone whose prima- 
ry sexual desire is for children. 

Once, when Ladison was 23 and 
heme on leave from the Army; he . 
and another man fondled twin 13- 
year-oid sisters who had been baby- 
sitting, for- the family, a probation 
officer testified. During the next 12 
years, Ladison said, he was involved 
with at least six more girls, ages 13 
to Iff, and* was never caught. 

The ^relationship that Is sending 
him to prison lasted nine months and 
included intercourse at least 30 times 
with a girl who attended services 
with him at Victory Tabernacle Bap- 
tist Church, police said. At the time, • 
Ladison was on probation for a 1982 
cuuv.ction for aggravated sexual bat- 
tery of a 1 3-year-old girl , 

Ladison, who lived in the 200 block . 
• of W. 27th St., pleaded guilty Jan. 23 
to raping the 10-yw-otd;- - 

Lenita Ellis, an assistant common- * 
wealth's attorney, argued that he 
should be given a life term, the max- 
imum sentence. The victim, she said* 
Agoing m Jiave^to. live the rest, 
her life Wiethe guilt of his actons 
-He^-ruinfid that tittle 'girl" 



J: j 




Lit. 



Mi 



Mo 
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Tidewater Council No, 596, Boy Scouts of America 



Vogram for Cub Scout*, Scouts, and Explorl 





1810 Monticello Avenue* Norfolk, Virginia 23517-2390 
Telephone 1-804-622- 1S01 



January 31, 1984 



Mr. Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Subscription & 

Statistical Service 
National Counci 1 , 6SA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, TX 75062-1296 

Dear Paul : 

Here is a follow-up article regarding Charles E. Ladison as it appeared in our local 
paper on January 30, 1984. 

I am requesting that Mr. Ladison continue to be on the confidential file. 




Enclosure 




SERVING THE YOUTH Of CHESAPEAKE, NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH AND VIRGINIA BEACH 
IN VIRGINIA, ANO CAMDEN, CHOWAN, CURRITUCK. DARJE, PASQUOTANK. GATES 
AND PERQUIMANS COUNTIES IN NORTH CAROilNA 
SUPPORTED BY SUSTAINING MEMBERS ANO THE UNITED WAY 
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Wsiiiigl It's a crime of trust 



w By JIM MORRISON 

. . - ' tMN Wrtm Y - ■ ,; 

NORFOLK — Pwpic trusted Cbartes Ei* 
: r»«t;t*<Jlsao with their children. : ? ^ ' r 
. He Attended religious services ^several 
-.'.tiroes s week., drove a bos that took youngsters 
■ .to worship and worked aroand the 'church ■ 

^_ T>d many weekends, parents at hit wbureh 
^sikrwed their sons and daughters to atay over- 
night at the home be shared with his "wife. 

"He was the kind of guy a preacher -would 
like to have around the church — if he wasn't a 
sex offender," said Jonathan Harnden, a pro- 
bation officer. 

Ladison. according to testimony in Circuit 
Court, had intercourse with a l*Vyear-old girl 
an estimated 30 times from September 19G2 to 



July 1983. He met her white she was a passen- 
ger on b bus h* <lrrwt; ior Victory Tabernacle 
Baptist Church in the 3800 block of East Prin- 
cess Anne Road in Norfolk. - 

The M-year-oM laborer, who lived. in the 
> 2* block of West 27th Street, pleaded guilty 
viast-Monday to Tape. Ijetrita "Ellis, *n assistant,; 
Commonwealth's attorney, said she will seek * 
life term when LadisH is swrtenced in March. 

- When he was arrested in August, Ladison. 
-was on probation in another sex case involving 
a child. In thai case, he pleaded guilty in 
December 1982 to a charge of aggravated sexu- 
al battery of a 13-year<old girl earlier that 
year. He met her while serving as a volunteer 
bus dnver lor another church. Gateway Free- 
will Baptist Church in Virginia Beach. Al thai 
time, he was also an assistant scoutmaster of a 
Norfolk Boy Scout troop. 



In the more recent case, police said La- 
dison befriended the 10-year-old after he start- 
erf driving a bus in September 1982 for Victory 
■>? Tabernacle Baptist Church. At the time, be 
was awaiting trial on the first sot cl targe. Be 
i 1 continued ~xo ^-dtrtve the church's bus -even 
'j^lhough he was mrtrfddexi ib have -contact " with 
etrMd-^s as a .coorfJtkx) of bis^prtbatJon. , 

Parents at Victory TaixrnAde Baptist 
were not told of ladison*; prohiems with the 
law. And Wayne McBride, an investigator for . 
Norfolk's Family Sexual Trauma XmJt, said 
Ladison had convinced the Jft-year-oid's mother 
that he should take care of the girl on week- 
ends. The policeman said the girl spent week- 
ends at the Ladison home. . 

Theirs became a secret relationship: 
weekends together, long walks and stolen mo- 
ments of intimacy, said McBride. And. 



McBride said, Ladison offered to pay the girt s 
way through the school ai Victory Baptist/ He 
bought -her girts and meals. Hfr ; : 

McBride testified that the-Cbi*d*s goaTwjs 
to attend the church's acbooL Ladiscr^ be sa-d, 
> promised to make that possible: : " ( V; : >V>->* 
!^Xater, a botid'grew. "i'askwTdid ahe'^ief 
like they were Irving iike^&oband and wile, 
and she said yes, she fett ".they . were,* v tr* 
poJiceman said' in an mterview. **Even aow 
she's protective of him; she doesnl warn him 
going to jail." 

The first time he molested her, McBridf 
said, "was at the church.** 

Later, with his wife at home. Ladison 

Pi PImh ■** Mefeat, Po^» D3 



J 



) 



J 



J 
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ation 

' ' '"-.Ufa 



guilty tolraping 

□ from foe* Dl 

would fake the girt to (be Norfolk company 
where he worked. There, they would have In- 
tercourse In the cab of * tractor-trailer or fit a 
shed, McRHde added, k,,^-, t S 

Mc Bride Mid Ladwwn's actions fit Ihe be- 
havlor pattern of pedophiles >i- adults whose, 
primary texual desire la tor children. Pcdo- 
phllrs nirmwl always are men, cautious men Hamden'sfild 
- why spend t con»^l**1rm± th^^ 8fiW ' 

mi a*j 

spend w%eki 
Raid. ' 




McSride^who has Ittveatlf*ted^6r7tha* 
m ewes of child moJestatktf, talks about How 
pedophllei will "cultivate?, ■ ■ cMld.* brmgtog 
htm or her along slowiy Wd the ttxttal adf 
The overwhelming majority of »exual of- 
femes gainst ehlld^McBrWe tnM, are 
committed by people the .child trusts: a father 
figure or friend. 

"The old advice of avoltfhig a stranger 

SSI 1 ^ii^Wi (he oilers 

know ihe children," is Id bf.lPark Diet*, a 

PJfcW«ri« at the Untvertlty o. Virginia 1 * In- 
stitute of lj.w, Psychiatry .rid Public Policy 
who studies sexual offender*, "parents should 
be suspicious of any adult who shows an unusu, 
el Intemvl In a child." ■** : 

Ladlson who hat iwbhMtin of hit dwn, 
came to Norfolk In tata-jPS! from Watertown 
N.Y and soon began- volunteer work as a 

.Gateway. rVVV^S^* ""'i ■ *' 

M« , i? t,sr M * y 2F' Nor&Ppoilce charged' 
him with aggravated ae«Ml. battery. The lief, 
dent occurred at a perty.Udfson held for four 
boys and four girls, ages jo t« J5t Police said 
beer was served. % 

The hoys were members of his Boy Scout 
troop and the girl* belonged to the Vlrsinla 
Beacb church, V*t1*iP^^r ( tfct<Mtel 
13-year-old glrt, poll«;Mld^MTT^i* 

A pastor at the church said In \M2 that 
because of "some rumdrs» ; Udlaon had been 

wSLJ' h,s ^^MiU«: about two 
*ecks before ihe party, , it 

About three m^'fee'he ^ m 
gv My to aggravated se*ua! battery and was 
I** on probation, Udlsoo started todrivea bis 
foTk. "* T>bw ^i»#«to ChtirchTn Nor*? 

Udlson, s (alt ntaitfiit tlaif hair necked 

^! tfd at *• Q*y ^^JUs. arrest In 
°J lhe P^**'"" Imposed by Clr- 

undergo therapy for an alcohol problem. 
Victoria R< T *J ch,,rd M ^ 55" of 
had training as an alcohol-abuse counselor La- 
allowed Mears to condttct the therapy, 

A psychtat rlst *s report safd Udlson orobo- 
b y would not r^aHK offense If hTdld^t 

£SL \l me t rJ^ iC9tUm 8»* »* might bTa 
pedophile, autrtoritlea said, r ' • • 

,» ™ e _ 1 r _f , * Mon * hl P b^ween'Udlson and the 
lO-yeRr^Hd eontlrmed undiscovered tfTroJ.Rh his 
presentenefng psychiatric evaluation rto o!ln5 
fZTw ' "7* ^"«>'^**«on char^ 
!i 7w T ft * ^ Rced °" Proton l» January, 
McBrtde testified Monday. < : - ^««ry ( 

Hftrnden said he sent Mears a letter with 
^ ^ iu, 5 °' L,,d L eon,,, P«^«to». ! lnchH«5 

2!.«Tf2? ,lon 0,1 } to ^ chH(} ^. 

was supposed to ensure* (Hat he had no 
Harnden said. - w at any Hihe Udlaon did nit 





Mch^'nohW. ftW he T 
JW^b^JMtBHde V 

Only ««^lA^n^-^|i^ :* 

home. Jle waj arrested Aug/ 8.1 f/-i r 

jellng, told Mear» of 'the ^ i*f«KlMWp. after \ 
> hearing a sei^ abeC»*»mr ' 
to stop tftdr sinitingirhe pmmimm^ S 

. Dteit t fortnerfef #|ih Hi* " ' " ' 

In «doleiiccn^:ai' J 
continue through. 
t "People wtw^^phifw \ 
throttgh brt>c*4#ei S bJffiSktersl 
the psychiatrffts wfo'iSfileil for I 
1 tfon In the Job* WfcH&Sfcy <f»jSJ 
theories *re that (Ma t» &i*?by|r 
childhood - lmer*ctk»>w^'»a^ftiM^in^ne 

people learn *t(i *U ^^roueed tfy the tilcM ot 
opposltb^od Adufto - ' " *™ Sf 

volveil 4 IjnohttHtf ^W, and thli ***** £ 

\Z u^J M" ^ (rust- 

ing, it fs dlffltuit ft prosecttte mflnV. of the 
wars, «H« InvpsUgatofH^^ 
ttmn rarely tell parent^ they bay teil fi^* 
teacher* or minlVtew^W' Mr®**' 

come to he? and tell hW he of sh« hat Wm 

500 cases he hits Invest gated, : McBrlA* Wih 
WctNs have loldjth^^ieS^'^h; 
three Instances,* ■ .^iL^,V?!Kr.™ "'^ 
Arresting and 



dophlles Is a difficult 
lure of the crime. B' 
been caught and Co 
what to Ho wfth: Mm 



type of treatmalt," Mlk^ 

" *" -liftiMfipal 



cwperate, he wasto l^'iuww m&dStSf, 
Of course, he didn't do that " A '* ' . Vi 
Despite the condllloha oi his' probation 

SS'JJ M d '!! cowt '^ ">lnMer also 
did not teil parents that Udl*oft ( was a convleT- 
ed child molester, he addedz-v* -..*!• 

Mcars declined to talk Aiiqt th« case.U'l 



But DleU sjuo rveftQer of thefwb.tfwrapiet 
he considers effective' \n treaHn^ pe^ophfies is 
syallable In either priftbht or publtc flCilltles In 
Virginia . vThosai»^, i beMvk>rat r tKgr«py and 
tcmpora/y reversfWc cnemical Oration. 

. • In ^W«* '9*f«py »n attempt Is 
made to changf what grouses the mam The 



he effect j>f fed 



are Infected wltK:.|»otin^n3 meiHewKSwi 
have the «ffedt^ .r*o^ng thet^,|«t^>nd 




t Hill> prt^btlfng pe- j 
t**-|tec*tft«fif thena. 

. . « petfephiie hhs J 
Icteit the pjtWem j s A 

fengthy probation iMmtiiind IM go Into 

py that Inch*** group and ^lvjKarci)w^t 1 

f*g. Others, tffpTKdlng.WpiytKc ' 

evaluat^ , 

Elaine Schollj » afcent^ ^ * - ■ ! 
worker who hsi spen^ th* 

called pedoplule* 

"'We feel t«e ^ 
«lve be^vior .h^rnorei 



cflnlfcslr aortal j 

K§? 

r,1tttth6telij« • .-4- 
treating coinpttW ,\ 
I than airk e<hef\ri 
jlt.saidV™ V- 
the fw^ ^erapiet ■ 
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September 8, 1983 



Mr* J. H« Tervilliger 

Scout Executive 

Tidewater Council, No* 596 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: Charles Ladison 

/ Dear Jack; 

* i 

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the above Scouter* We 
have reviewed this case with our Attorney and have now placed this taan on 
the Confidential File* 

Sincerely, 



Paul I. Ernst, Director 
Registration Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

eko 

cc: Southeast Region 

Mr* 0* Adrian CronJc, Jr. Area Director, Southeast Region 



READY TO FV* 
SEP 3 I9B3 
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Program for Cub Scouts, Scouts, and Expior* 



Tidewater Council No. 596, Boy Scouts of America 

1810 Monticello Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia 23517-2390 
Telephone 1-804-622-1801 



August 31, 1983 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration, Subscription 
and Statistical Service 
National Office, 8SA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75062-1296 

RE: Charles E. Ladison 

Dear Paul : 

In reference to your August 5 inquiry regarding the above subject, he was sentenced 
to three years in prison of which he served eight months. He is now on probation 
and living in the City of Norfolk. 




M 

:pam 




SERVING THE YOUTH OF CHESAPEAKE, NORFOU, PORTSMOUTH AND VIRGINIA 8EACH 
IN VIRGINIA, ANO CAMDEN, CHOWAN, CURRITUCK, DARE, PASQUOTANK, GATES 
AND PERQUIMANS COUNTIES IN NORTH CAROLINA 
SUPPORTED 8Y SUSTAINING MEMBERS ANO THE UNITED WAY 
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August 5, 1983 



Mr. J* B. Terwilliger 

Scout Executive 

Tidewater Council , Mo, 596 

PERSONAL MID COHF I DKNTI AL 

i 

SUBJECT: Charles £. Ladison | 

Dear Jack: j 

t 
i 

Last year we had some communication concerning an individual by the name of j 
Char lea K. Ladison who was registered with Troop 15 in Norfolk, as an Assistant ! 
Scoutmaster* j 

i 

i appreciate all the information which you sent at that time, but would like to 
know the disposition of that case against Mr. Ladison. At that time he had • 
been arrested and we would like to know whether he wan ever found guilty and if I 
so, what the verdict for sentencing was. \ 

Please give us this information if yon can, so that we can close this case. It j 
will also strengthen our refusal of future registration attenpts. 

Sincerely, 



Paul X. Ernst, Director 

Registration, Subscription ft j 
Statistical Service j 

! 

cc: Southeast Region 1 
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May 19, 1982 



Mr. John S. Terwilliger 

Scout Executive 

Tidewater Council, No. 59G 



PERSONAL AtiD CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Jack: 

Thank you for the information which you recently sent on Charles E» Ladison, 
Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 15. 

We would appreciate any other information which you can give us concerning this 
situation* If you have any signed statements from any of the parents, these 
would also be helpful to our files. As soon as this case comes to trial, we 
would like to have the outcome. This will be most helpful to us in refusing 
registration at a later date. 

Thanks again for the material which you have sent and we will look forward to 
receiving additional information when the whole issue has been settled. 

Sincerely, 



Paul X. Ernst, Director 

Registration, Subscription & o cti F 

Statistical Service ! * C'V FO" r,Lt 

eko > /; ; 1 9 \gs2 

ccs Southeast Region liaH ;>ci 1 
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$BQY SC0UTS OF Aft'^KICA j 

W mp? 

\J TROOP 15 - COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION TOR BO IS f INC. NORFOLK, VA. Br 



TROOP 15 - COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION rOR BO IS f INC. NORFOLK, VA. 
11 SERVING GOD AND COUNTRT FOR MORE THAN 55 TEARS" 
SCOUTMASTER: Hansel M, Price 2304 Lafayette Bird., Norfolk, Va, 23509 
HOME PHONE* (80U 625-6163 WILLARD SCOUT HOUSE: 622-8M38 

(Jit rf frrrft fr rrfrit ff ff tt ff ff ff tttt rr fr fr fr ft ft ff ft fr tt rr fr ff rr rr rrrrff ff < J ff fr rr ft ff rr rr if if ff rr TT Tt rr tt rf fr tt ft ff fr fr~fT rr frrr rr rr"Tr rr tr rf 

May ii, 1932 




Tidewater Council, 3.S.A* 
1810 Monticsllo Avenue 



Norfolk , 



517 



REPORT ON CHARLES E. LADISON 



On Sunday afternoon, April 2$, 1932, I was notified by a neighbor who lives 
near the '/illard Scout House (our meeting hall) that he had seen Charles Ladison 
bring a car load of boys and girls to the meeting hall at about 8 P.M. on 
Saturday night, April 24, 1932. The neighbor said they were there about two 
hours and seemed to be having a party, tfo meeting had been scheduled, so I 
decided to check into the matter. Upon arrival at the meeting hall, I found a 
trash can with about 2k beer bottles in it. The room was messed up. There was 
beer spilled on the floor. There was no evidence of a break-in. t 

Since Charles Ladison was an Assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 15> and also 
the Troop Chaplain, I still could not be positive He was responsible for the 
beer. I also wanted to be sure the neighbor was correct with his identification. 
I notified Assistant Scoutmaster Steve Perkins about my suspicions and he agreed 
we could confront Charles Ladison before jumping to conclusions. I was not able 
to locate Ladison that afternoon . 

On Monday, April 26, at about 5^30 P.M., I received a phone call from 
Assistant Scoutmaster Gary Anderson. He was upset and angry. He told he had to 
talk to me about Ladison. 1^ agreed to meet Gary at the meeting hall before the 
meetin g. At about 6:30 P.M., Steve Perkins and I met with Gary and his son, 
P^Kifl . They told us that Ladison had thrown a beer party in the meeting hall 
for eight children, ranging in age from 10 to 15. Two of the boys were from 
Troop 15* They also said one of the girls had been molested by Ladison. They also 
said Ladison .vas supposed to be taking the group to a skating rink. 

At this roint I realized we were involved in a very serious matter and 
asked Steve Perkins to call the Norfolk Police and ask for assistance. They 
sent Detective Daphne White-Clifton, who took over* The other parents who could 
be reached were called in and four of the children signed statements. Charles 
Ladison was charged with numerous law violations, and later arrested. I also 
notified him that he was to make no attempts to contact members of the troop 
and that he was dismissed from our scouting program. 

I also made two attempts on Tuesday to contact the District Scout r xecu- 
t i '/ 9 v/i thou; 3 u c z *: x s . Me was contacted later by Steve ? e rki n s . The situation 
was explained to hi* 1 . I don't think either of realized the local news media 
would "take such an interest in the story. 
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No. 28 



* mm r&£-^?}'h^.. □ -TROOP NO 



mmmmm 

E PRINT OJSIE LETTER IN tACH SPACE~PRES$JIARD~ < 
ARE MAKING THREE COPIES; : : ^^^^; >V '""^JST £ 




OR 



□ COUNCie/OISTRICT POSITION 



FULLY 
TRAINED 



PLE/V6E 

YOU ARE ^ . M _ , „ 

NAME". * '•"•>'.•■> . N - 

crtfi fit- £$ £. LftpJiSO/^ 

PRINT FIRST NA&1E FIRST-LEAVE ASPACE BETWE& V 
FIRST ( i\IAME, INITIAL, AND LAST NAME 
AODR^SS-STREET.OR R.F.O. 




POSITION 



~y u- tut ' <a 

->* AVj v\^mo.:v.:': day yr. urTfrtoDE 



BOYS' U F£ t 



$H€€K ONE 



1 ( 

OLLEG 



CO 
CITY 



X3L 

G*E SCOUTER RESERVE 



St. D i & I S 

EVE - USEYOUR MAfLING AOOfaSS^T COLLEGE. 



□ NEW — 
LEAOER 



tJ£ORMER 



STATE * 



ZIP CODE. 



SEX 



EADER 
AGE 

3 c2 



>■ 
a 
o 
c 

a 

o 

a 



o 



* 

HOM&PHONE * 



'JSr.-.OATE.;. " PfiEVfdffffSCOUTJNG BACKGROUND i ^v^r? ~ ; ^P£\\>T COUNCIL 



\ • .,' ' ' "" ■ ■ ■ r 1 1111 1 ■ 1 

u ' r , *?sS- : tf* r \\*: UNIT £*PJR ATION DATE - 

REGISTRATION FErv #0K£;t/f£ F^EE* . \ TERM JM(|N^$}£>. > -.V*Mt>NTH YEAR , ; ?r i 

□ If '.appllcsnvj-hM* eri Unexpired r m*miMrtK^":c&rtjrtjdHB^* , — ^l^^LlI 

regUtretiort fney be accomplished In thfc unit' by e^ymenv*- • j rntJ rnt | U 

of 50 cents lor processing the transfer. Check ^e'tfcx end ' * i.iiun 
attach certificate. It will be returned by the council;* • 
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Boy ocouT leader Arrested 

>4ca/sec/ 0/ staging beer party for 8 boys and girls 
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By CONNIE SAGE 
Ledger-Star Staff Writer 

NORFOLK — A Vietnam veteran who 
served as a Boy Scout troop chaplain, 
assistant scout leader and volunteer bus 
driver for a Baptist Sunday school has 
been charged with six counts of contribute 
ing to the deliquericy of a minor and one 
ch|M| of fondling a teen-age girl. 

^^les E. Ladison, 33, of Norfolk, is 
free on $1,500 bond pending a preliminary 
hearing June U in Norfolk Juvenile 
Court, according to Detective Daphne 
White-Clifton. 

The fondling charge is a felony, punish- 
able by one to five years in prison. 

Detective White-Clifton said Ladison 
lived in the 1800 block of St. Denis Ave. 
and moved to the 6300 block of Adair Ave. 
the day after his arrest, 
f All seven charge? stem from a beer- 
drinking party Ladison allegedly held last 
month at a Boy Scout meeting hall for 
eight boyg and girls between the ages of 
10 and 15. He reportedly gave the young- 
sters beer instead of taking them roller 
skating as had been promised. 

Two of the boys, one 13 and one 14, 
were members of Ladison's Willard Boy 
Sjj^^troop in Lafayette Shores, accord- 
>"1^Pscoutmaster Hansel Price. The oth- 
ers at the party reportedly were 
members of Gateway Freewill Baptist 
Church in Virginia Beach where Ladison 
formerly drove a Sunday school bus. 

A pastor at the church, who asked that 
his name not be used, said today that 
Ladison had been a bus driver there but 



was "released two weeks ago because of 
some rumors we had received.** He said 
he was not familiar with the rumors and 
that Ladison was asked to leave by the 
church's pastor, the Rev. Dale Burden, 
Burden was unavailable for comment. 

Price said he learned of the beer party 
on April 26 in a telephone call from the 
father of one of the boys who had been 
with Ladison at the party the previous 
Saturday night. 

"He was very upset about it and want- 
ed to meet .with me," said Price. The 
mother of one of the girls also called and 
Price set up a meeting with some of the 
parents and the Norfolk detective. 

According to Price, Ladison took the 
children and a case of beer to the meet- 
ing house. Ladison reportedly was drink- 
ing heavily, according to Price, and each 
child apparently had one or two beers. 

The children later told police Ladison 
started a fire in the fireplace and the 
group sat in a circle and talked. At one 
point, acconing to the detective, Ladison 
asked one of the girls to sit on his lap 
while he allegedly fondled her. 

*'We were a little bit naive in accepting 
him at face value," said Price. 

He said he has nine assistant scoutmas- 
ters. One of them had met Ladison at a 
church several months ago and Ladison 
expressed an interest in working with a 
Boy Scout troop. Ladison has been in the 
Norfolk area about five months after 
moving here from Watertown, N.Y. 

"1 accepted Chuck Ladison because he 
was involved very much in church work. 



1 assumed because a person was accept - 
, ed by the church and involved as a volun- 
teer that I'd have no cause not to accept 
him," Price said. 

"As far as I was concerned, he was a 
respectable member of the community. 
He lived in the neighborhood. He was 
married." 

Ladison was taking a four-week train- 
ing course required by the Boy Scouts of 
America for troop leaders. He had been 
named the troop chaplain and had a key 
to the meeting house In Lafayette Shores. 

Price said this was the first time in his 
24 years in scouting that he has encoun- 
tered problems with a volunteer leader. 

"This can be a problem because the 
Boy Scouts of America have no cause to 
refuse an application unless we had some 
access to their (applicant's) records, 
which we don't.** 

Price said Ladison's application was 
sent to the national Boy Scout office in 
Texas for review. Ladison was sent a 
membership card by the Boy Scouts. 

"I'm sure the Boy Scout office is re- 
ceiving 1,000 applications a day. it would 
take a tremendous amount of time to 
check each case. You can't hire a detec- 
tive to check each new applicant." 

According to police in St. Lawrence 
County, N.Y., where Watertown is locat- 
ed, a Charles E. Ladison, whose date of 
birth matches that of the Ladison arrest- 
ed in Norfolk, was convicted of petty 
larceny in August 1980 for charging pur- 
chases at five stores to his employer's 
account. 
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Leader charged after beer session with Boy Scouts, girls 



By STACEY BURLING 
' NORFOLK — An assistant Boy 




told some Scouts he was a minister. 
A secretary at the Gateway Freewill 
Baptist Church confirmed that Lo* 
dison drove a Sunday school bus for 
the congregation. 

A New York native, Ladtson came 
to the Willard Scout Troop in La- 



•"iiH^we^^k-felnon^^ fayette Shores as an assistant Scout 



^ uai/liberuesj^ 

Charles E. Ladtson, 33. who was 
-s. the troop chaplain, 'was charged with 
*?** six counts of contributing to the de- 
hnquency of a minor and one -felony 
•^SvCTtargc ol 1or«SHng and 1e*iingrsaid a 
~t T>etective Daphne Whfte-Cltfton. He 
^ was free on bond Monday. 

Tne detective said Ladtson had 



leader about six month* ago, said 
Hansel Price, the group's scoutmas- 
ter. Ladtson was no longer connected 
with the Scouts, he said. 

On the evening of April 24. Ms. 
White-Ctifton said. Ladtson picked up 
etght yottths — lour Boy Scouts and 
lour girts from his church — at their 
homes, saying hr was ta'ting them 



roller skating. But instead, she ^aid. 
he took them to a Scout meeting 
house where he asked ihem il they 
wanted to get drunk. Their ages 
ranged from )0 to 15. police said. 

A It turn gh some ot the cmTdren pro- 
tested that they wanted to skate, she 
said, all of them drank. The group 
drank five six-packs of beer in less 
than two hours, Ms. Whit e-CHf ton 
said, but most of them said they had 
only one or two cans. 

"The ones 1 talked with had never 
had beer before," she said. 

The children later told police that 
Ladtson started a fire m the house's 



fireplace, and the Scouts sat in a 
circle and talked. At one point, the 
detective said, Ladison asked a l.t- 
year-old girl to sit in his lap. and she 
complied. Wbite-CMfton said that: ac- 
cording to witnesses. Ladison rubbed 
the girl's breasts and pelvic ansa. 
She did not protest verbally but got 
oft his tap. the witnesses and the 
victim told police. 

Ladison had promised to bring the 
Children home around JO p.m., but 
some arrived 'as late *s midnight, 
Pnce said. Price learned of the inci- 
dent the nex! day after some of the 
girls told their parents what had hap- 
pened. 



Parents u\ Mime of the other chil- 
dren found out about the drinking 
when they **ere called by Price or 
pohctcrMs. Wrme-Clitton said. 

The*J'pa rents were shocked. «;he 
said. "TheV had no idea what had 
taken place/" 

Ladison : bad been an "excellent 
youthi leader*' white supervised. 
Price said. "He was very good with 
kids, maybe a little too good." 

Ladison had been screened by lo- 
cal and .national Scout offices be- 
cause he had come from out of state. 
Price said, adding that Ladison came 
with good references from hi* 
church. 
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